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of Edmonton. Branches of these roads ra-
diate from Saskatoon in all directions, mak-
ing the city one of the most important railway
centers in Western Canada; it controls a
business territory of nearly 50,000 square
miles. Many large firms of Canada and the
United States have established factories and
warehouses here. The wholesale trade is con-
ducted by 200 firms and includes the distribu-
tion of groceries, provisions, hardware,
lumber and agricultural implements. There
are many factories, making breakfast foods,
flour, stoves, tractors and clothing. The city
has branches of the principal banks, a Do-
minion lands office and a law titles office, and
a collegiate institute. The university of
Saskatchewan and the agricultural college
and experimental farm of the province are
located here. Population, 1931, 43,291.
SAS'SAFRAS, a tree belonging to the
laurel family, widely known for its medicinal
properties. In the northern part of the
United States it is a shrub or small tree, but
in the South it grows to the height of forty-
five feet. Its range is from Southern Ver-
mont to Florida. The leaves are oval, two-
lobed and three-lobed; the three forms often
appearing on the same branch. In the
autumn the foliage turns to scarlet and deep
yellow. From the bark an aromatic oil is
obtained, and the bark itself is steeped to
make "sassafras tea," popularly believed to
be a blood purifier. The taste of sassafras is
bitter and aromatic, and it is sometimes used
for flavoring.
SATELLITE, a small planet revolving
around a larger one, as the moon revolves
around the earth. So far as known there are
twenty-nine satellites in the solar systems,
distributed as follows: Earth, one; Mars,
two; Jupiter, nine; Saturn, ten, and three
rings; Uranus, six; Neptune, one. Like
planets, satellites shine with light from the
sun.
SATIN", a soft, closely woven silk, with a
glossy surface. In the manufacture of satin,
part of the weft is left beneath the warp,
which, presenting a close and smooth surface,
acquires, after being passed over heated cyl-
inders, that luster which distinguishes it from
other kinds of silks. It is of Chinese origin,
but is now made extensively in Europe, Great
Britain and the United States, Satin is the
term applied to silk material; sateen, to
yoolen, linen and cotton imitations. As in
Slk, tin is sometimes used as an adulterant
 SATIRE, the name given a poem in which
people and events are ridiculed. It origi-
nated with the Roman writer Lucilius, and it
was developed by Horace and Juvenal. Sa-
tire may also take the form of epistles, tales,
dialogues, songs or fables. Swift's Gullivers
Travels is one of the greatest satires ever
written. Among English poems, Dry den's
Absalom and AcJiitopliel and Pope's Dun-
dad are the most celebrated. Lowell's Siglow
Papers, a series of poems, is the most noted
satire in American literature.
SATURDAY, the seventh day of the week,
named for the Roman deity Saturn. Satur-
day is the Sabbath of the Jews and of the
Seventh Day Adventists.
SAT'URN, in classical mythology, an early
god, the husband of Rhea and father of
Jupiter, Neptune, Pluto, Juno, Yesta and
Ceres. He deposed his own father, Uranus,
and ruled in his stead. Fearing a prophecy
that he in his turn would be dethroned by his
son, he swallowed his children as soon as
they were born. Jupiter alone was saved,
by a strategem of his mother, who compelled
Saturn to disgorge the children whom he had
swallowed. Later Jupiter dethroned Saturn,
who then withdrew to Italy, where he founded
a prosperous kingdom, and his reign was
known as the Golden Age. In art Saturn is
represented as Father Time.
SAT'URN, a planet of the solar system, in
position sixth from the sun, which is about
886,000,000 miles distant from it. It is about
70,000 miles in diameter, being second in size
to Jupiter. The surface area is about ninety
times that of the earth, but Saturn is only
about one-eighth as dense as our planet. It
rotates upon its axis in about ten hours, and
makes a revolution around the sun in twenty-
nine and a half earth years. The planet is
surrounded by a system of flat rings com-
posed of meteoric particles that produce a
gauzy effect resembling dust in a ray of sun-
light. The band of concentric rings is about
10,000 miles wide and 100 miles thick. The
diameter of the outer ring is about 173,000
miles. Saturn has also ten satellites, the
largest of which is Titan, about 3,000 or 4,000
miles in diameter. Seen with the unaided
eye, Saturn is a bright star, with, a slightly
reddish tint. Like Jupiter, it is a gaseous
body, surrounded by a very dense atmosphere.
It is best seen in late summer and early au-
tumn in the eastern or southeastern sky, mow-
ing south as the evening advances.

